The great bird migration route between the Nile Delta and Minor
Asia passes across the alluvium of the Goksu Delta at the Turkish
Mediterranean coast. Marbled Duck, Bean Goose, Great Bustard

ORNITRAVEL

and Greater Spotted Eagle spend the winter here. Pied Kingfisher
andWhite-throated Kingfisher have their habitat at the Goksu River.

The river delta is the only place in Turkey where Purple Swamphens
breed. Rare eastern species like the Great Sand Plover can often be seen.
The old Cilicia at the slopes of the Taurus Mountains is also historically interesting.
Our beach hotel is situated in a small bay near Tasucu opposite a small island. Within the
proximity of the hotel observations possible in the maquis, the pinewood, and on the beach.

Ornitour Goksu Delta
Purple Swamphen and Pied Kingfisher

White Pelicans, Goksu Delta

Day I:Arrival

Transfer to our Guesthouse Cilicia where we will
stay for 14 nights. Swimming in the shallow sea
possible from end of March to early December.The
bluff to the west of the guesthouse is a good spot
for snorkling.

Day 2: Goksu Delta, western Akgol Lagoon
Field trip through the dune landscape between
beach and lagoon with reeded marshes and silting
areas (Graceful Warbler, Black Partridge, Purple
Swamphen). Beginning of March small population of
Great White Pelicans.

Day 3: Tarsus Delta and Seyhan Delta

In theTarsus Delta and the estuary of the Seyhan river
we can find White-throated Kingfisher; Penduline Tit
and Graceful Warbler. In Tarsus, birthplace of St.Paul,
on may visit the Roman Cleopatra’s Gate.

Day 4: Goksu Delta, Paradeniz Lake
Observations of waders and various ducks (Marbled
Duck and others) at the Paradeniz Lake, a salt water
lagoon. Continue on the dam path through the
marshy alluvium.

Day 5:Taurus Mountains, Uzuncaburg, Olba
On the steep rock face of the Goksu Valley Griffon
Vultures can be seen and Krueper‘s Nuthatch in the
pinewood.Visit to the Teucrid temples and the Zeus
Temple of Diocaesarea. Descent down an ancient
cobble-stoned path, through rock tombs and a bizarre
karstic landscape, to the Olba ruins. Peregrine Falcon,
Fisch's Wheatear and Red-fronted Serin are typical
for this area.

Day 6: Goksu Delta,Akgol Dunes

Drive along the coast to the south-eastern end of
the Akgol Lagoon. Observation around the Goksu
River estuary.

Day 7: Cennet ve Cehennem, Taurus
Descent into one of the two big collapsed dolines

"Heaven and Hell". Inside the grotto roaring of
an underground river.In winter,Wallcreepers can
be found at the rocks.Walking-tour to a Yuruk
village. The dromedaries of these seminomadic
tribes can often be seen between the carob
trees of the pine forest. Typical for this area are
Sardinian Warblers and Black-eared Wheatears.

Day 8: Free day

Day 9: Goksu Delta and fishery

Field trip to the southern Goksu Delta to a
fishery where the fish and crabs caught at sea
and in the lagoon are brought to land and sold.
In the alluvium Common Cranes can often be
seen.

Day 10:Aphrodisias in Cilicia

First observations in a fairly open forest mainly with
Brutia pines. Walk along coastal track and keep a
look out for European Shag, Cory's Shearwater
as well as Monk Seal. Enormous sea-turtles have
found their home in Aphrodisias’ natural harbour.
They swim to the surface about every four minutes
to breathe.

Day | I:Taurus Mountain at Mut,Alahan
Drive through the foothills of the Taurus Mountains.
Walking-tour up to the Alahan early-Christian
monastery ruins high up in the mountains. Ascend
further to a mountain village with a spectacular view
(raptors). Pause at a big karst spring near Mut under
huge sycamores.

Day 12: Silifke Castle, Goksu Valley
Ascent to the imposing Byzantine fortress at Silifke.
Excursion along the Goksu river valley (Chukar
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Partridge) where King Barbarossa drowned during
a crusade. On the return journey visit the ruins of
the early Christian St.Thekla Basilica.

Day 13: Goksu Valley

East of the river excursion along the small damp
areas on the delta. In the afternoon descent along
the Goksu River through the orange groves (White-
throated Kingfisher, Garden Bulbul).

Day |4: Kizkalesi, Ayas, Kanytela

Drive to the Maiden’s Castle (Kizkalesi) located in
the sea.Walkingtour through the sweeping Byzantine-
Armenian ruins of Korykos. Continue from Ayas along
the holy Roman road (RomanVia Sacra) and further to
the karstic caves and rock necropolis at Kanytela.

Day 15: Departure
Transfer Adana airport. Return flight.

Dates:
19.12.09-02.01.2010 / 20.03.-03.04.2010

Price p.p. incl. flights, transfers,

airport taxes and fuel surcharge:

£1,140 (double room) / £1,270 (single room)
(Flights from London, Manchester and Dublin
via Turkish Airlines)

Price p.p. without flights and transfers:
£940 (double room) / £1,070 (single room)

Tour includes:

* All bus rides during the trip

* 14 x accommodation in en-suite DR/SR
* Full board (packed lunch))

* Tea & drinking water in the guesthouse
* Birding guide

* Entry fees

* Breach of warranty certificate

Note:

* An English guided Culture & Hiking tour
runs parallel to this tour for non-birding
partners.

Number of participants: 8-14 persons

Private-Tours, small groups:
|-7 persons from £1,030 (without flight)

Extension week possible either here, at
Lake Bafa, in Cappadocia or at Lake Van
Price p.p. (incl. full board; without tours):
£175 (double room) / £235 (single room)

Recommended airports (for guests
without flight): Adana (150 kms). Flights from
Antalya, Istanbul, Ankara to Adana available.
From Antalya by coach 8 hours. Airport
transfers can be arranged. Ask for details.

Head office: +49-(0)721-151151 / Office in Turkey: +90-252-5191072
E-mail: info@ornitravel.com / E-mail: info@clubnatura.com

www.orhnitravel.com



